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Other Colonial Systems

Besides the British, the principal Colonial Powers are the
French, the Dutch, the Belgians and the Portugueses and
it may be of interest to compare their Colonial systems with
the British Colonial Empire, both in their resemblances and
their differences. In earlier days, as we have already seen,
the Portuguese, the Dutch and the French (not to mention
the Spanish) were greater Colonial Powers than the British,
who came late on the scene.

FRANCE
France is the largest Colonial Power next to Britain:
indeed France Outremer is actually greater in land area
than the British Colonial Empire alone, for, including
Algeria (which is a part of metropolitan France), it com-
prises some 44 million square miles, though this includes
the Sahara desert. The total population of the French
Colonial territories is estimated at more thai* 60 millions.
Once, France had great territorial ambitions on the North
American Continent: Canada was French, and Louisiana,
both in those days vague and ill-defined territories; and
much later, she also sent the ill-starred Maximilian to
Mexico. To-day, most of the French, as of the British
Colonies, are in the continent of Africa. They comprise,